Starting December 2007: higher pass levels for spoken Dutch in civic integration tests

On 1 December 2007, changes are expected to be made to the Spoken Dutch test that prospective immigrants have to take under the Civic Integration Act and the Civic Integration Abroad Act. Research conducted by the Netherlands Organisation for Applied Scientific Research (TNO) shows that the current proficiency levels required to pass the test are below the A1-minus and A2 levels of the Common European Framework of Reference on which they are based. 

The tests themselves will not change, but the method of grading them will. The levels required to pass will remain A1-minus for candidates taking the test abroad and A2 for candidates taking it in the Netherlands. The pass level is expected to be raised from 1 December 2007 by requiring candidates to give a higher proportion of correct answers.

At the request of the House of Representatives, the minister is currently commissioning further research to ensure that the new pass level is appropriate. If this research contradicts the TNO’s findings, the pass level will have to be examined yet again. This may not be done by 1 December 2007.  But for the time being, it remains the target date.

Important dates
· The new grading system for the Spoken Dutch test will become effective on 1 December 2007.

· Candidates who enrol for the test and pay the fee before 15 September 2007 will have the guarantee of being able to take the test before the pass level is raised.

· Candidates who enrol after 15 September 2007 will not have this guarantee. They will be able to take the test as places become available.

· The test fee must be received by the authorities concerned (the Ministry of Foreign Affairs or the Information Management Group) by 15 September 2007 at the latest. Candidates should therefore take account of the time required by the bank to process payment.

· As soon as they have received their confirmation of payment, candidates must contact the Netherlands embassy or consulate-general in time to make an appointment to take the examination

· Candidates who ask for their test date to be postponed will not have the guarantee of being able to take the test before the pass level is raised.

What else is changing?

Human examiners currently reassess the results of candidates whose test performance has been failed by the computer-based speech-recognition assessment system. But on 1 November 2007, this will change. Research conducted by the TNO shows that speech recognition assessment can reliably replace human examiners, who will thus no longer be necessary.
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